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My PhD: Answers from the Archives (6) 

⧫ Partnership with Staffordshire Record Office Bawdy Courts project working with archive staff and volunteers  

⧫ Archive catalogue provides demographic information for the witnesses, allowing comparisons to be made         

according to gender, occupation, literacy and age  

⧫ All witness testimonies will be from cases heard by the Lichfield Consistory Court so all cases have a consistent               

administrative process and format within the same court 

⧫ The Lichfield Consistory Court covers much of the Midlands in England, encompassing a mixture of cities, urban,  

rural, industrial and agricultural areas to enable direct comparisons according to community type  

⧫ Using court cases from 1550—1800 to provide a longitudinal view of developments in time telling in the context 

of wider societal changes and technological developments  

Constraints 
⧫ Some earlier documents use 

Latin as well as English 

⧫ Palaeography skills are needed 

to decipher the handwriting 

⧫ Witnesses use obsolete words 

⧫ Court scribes may have filtered 

the  witness’ original wording 

⧫ A sampling plan is necessary 

due to volume of documents 

 

Benefits 
⧫ Their standardised format 

makes them easy to navigate  

⧫ Close as possible to the witness’ 

own words 

⧫ Diverse range of people give    

evidence in court 

⧫ Staffordshire Record Office has a      

substantial archive collection 

with  thousands of complete 

cases 


